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from Japan and from Italy, organized and re-organized
committees, and formed the Department of Sericulture,
an adjunct to the Department of Industries and Commerce.
It has more than justified its existence, and has achieved
among others the following results:

1.   The Mysore silkworm, one of the best polivoltine
worms in  existence, is now almost  disease-free.    Its
greenish-yellow cocoon yields a lustrous velvety silk of
high quality.   c It is hardy, highly resistant to disease, but
slow in arriving at maturity/ and the supply of silk produc-
ed repays, but only just repays, the expenditure on food.

2.   The record yield at present is 89 Ibs. for 100 layings
of an F.L hybrid.

3.   Mysore now supplies 60 per cent or 70 per cent of
the silk produced in India, and the estimated value of the
silk reared in the State is about a million rupees.   Woven
into fabrics, it may be worth nearly three million rupees.
About one-third of the silk produced is woven locally, the
rest is sold in the Madras Presidency, and the silk waste
exported to France and Italy, where it is cleaned and
spun and returned to India.

4.   Great improvements in the processes preparatory
to weaving have been introduced into this Silk Filature
Farm.  These improvements are mainly due to the use of
the patented * Mysore domestic basin'. One, two or (and
this is the best combination) five turners can work at one
basin; ' silk, reeled with this basin, being nearly as good
as silk reeled in a full-sized filature,' fetching prices
30 per cent higher than 'charka silk'.   A small twisting
machine has been  designed as a  companion to the
domestic basin, and the two together ought, said the
Dewan at a recent conference, * to raise the quality of the
silk and extend the range of its employment'.